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that time she has lain in bed constantly, yet so sensible
as to see me and express her earnest blessing on all of
us. The power of speech is totally lost; nor is there any
hope, at her advanced age, that the scene can last long.
Probably a few hours will terminate it. At any rate,
life is not to be wished, even for our nearest and dearest,
in those circumstances. But this heavy calamity was
only the commencement of our family losses. Dr. Ruth-
erford, who had seemed perfectly well, and had visited
my mother upon Tuesday the 14th, was suddenly affected
with gout in his stomach, or some disease equally rapid,
on Wednesday the 15th, and, without a moment's warn-
ing or complaint, fell down a dead man, almost without
a single groan. You are aware of his fondness for ani-
mals : he was just stroking his cat after eating his break-
fast, as usual, when^ without more warning than a half-
uttered exclamation, he sunk on the ground, and died in
the arms of his daughter Anne. Though the Doctor had
no formed complaint, yet I have thought him looking
poorly for some months; and though there was no failure
whatever in intellect, or anything which approached it,
yet his memory was not so good; and I thought he
paused during the last time he attended me, and had
difficulty in recollecting the precise terms of his recipe.
Certainly there was a great decay of outward strength.
We were very anxious about the effect this fatal news
was likely to produce on the mind and decayed health of
our aunt, Miss C. Rutherford, and resolved, as her health
had been gradually falling off ever since she returned
from Abbotsford, that she should never learn anything
of It until it was impossible to conceal it longer. But
God had so ordered it that she was never to know the
loss she had sustained, and which she would have felt so
deeply. On Friday the 17th December, the second day
after her brother's death, she expired, without a groan
and without suffering, about six in the morning. And
so we lost an excellent and warm-hearted relation, one, his character as a chemist of the
